Module 10 Operant and Cognitive Learning Vocab
Word Bank

cognitive map, continuous reinforcement, fixed-interval schedule, fixed-ratio schedule, imprinting, insight, negative punishment, negative reinforcement, partial reinforcement, positive reinforcement, preparedness (prepared learning), punishment, reinforcement, schedule of reinforcement, shaping, superstitious behavior, variable-interval schedule, variable-ratio schedule
	negative punishment 
	removing a reinforcing stimulus (allowance) after response; decreases chances of response recurring

	shaping 
	a rule that determines how and when the occurrence of a response will be followed by a reinforcer

	insight 
	a mental process marked by the sudden solution to a problem; the "ah ha" phenomenon

	partial reinforcement 
	a situation in which responding is reinforced only some of the time

	fixed-ratio schedule 
	a reinforcer occurs only after a fixed number of responses made by the subject

	cognitive map 
	a mental representation in the brain of the layout of an environment and its features

	positive reinforcement 
	the presentation of a stimulus that increases the probability of a behavior occurring again

	fixed-interval schedule 
	a reinforcer occurs following the first response that occurs after a fixed interval of time

	variable-ratio schedule 
	a subject must make a variable or different 

	imprinting 
	inherited tendencies or responses that are displayed by newborn animals encountering certain stimuli

	continuous reinforcement 
	every occurrence of the operant response results in delivery of the reinforcer

	punishment 
	a consequence that occurs after behavior and decreases chance of that behavior occurring again

	negative reinforcement 
	an aversive stimulus whose removal increases the likelihood of the preceding response occurring again

	schedule of reinforcement 
	a rule that determines how and when the occurrence of a response will be followed by a reinforcer

	preparedness (prepared learning) 
	an innate or biological tendency of animals to recognize and attend to certain cues and stimuli

	variable-interval schedule 
	a reinforcer occurs following the first response after a variable amount of time has gone by

	reinforcement 
	a consequence that occurs after behavior and increases the chance of that behavior occurring again

	superstitious behavior 
	any behavior that increases in frequency because of accidental pairing with the delivery of a reinforcer


