KSS Psychology 11
Psychological research Assignment


Burning Questions Solved through Psychological Research

You are going to come up with a topic that you will research and report back to the class. Your research may take the form of an experiment (or quasi-experiment), observation, or survey.

You may work in a group of no more than 4. Groups with more than 4 people will not receive credit.

Step 1

· decide what you want to research. What burning question about human nature would you like to have some answers to?

Step 2

· design your study

· create a hypothesis

· operational definitions

· define variables, controls, etc.

· if doing a survey; make sure that wording is carefully chosen, how it will be administered, to who, etc.

· how will subjects be chosen

Step 3

· carry out your research

· record data

Step 4

· analyze and interpret your data

· are there confounding factors that may have skewed your results (variables that you didn’t or couldn’t control). Almost all psychological research contains some limitation(s).

Step 5

· prepare your presentation for the class

· we want to know everything you did and what you discovered

· be creative! Use a visual ex; Display results on a poster, video, dress up, etc. (I don’t know – you guys are the creative ones. Surprise and dazzle me with your ingenuity)

Step 6

· lastly; answer questions from the audience. This is a critical group of people that will look for problems (limitations) in your research. Be prepared to answer some tough questions from this group of experts.

It is expected that the workload will be shared as evenly as possible among the group. Slackers that try to get credit for other’s effort will receive no credit for the assignment.
